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N TWO PREVIOUS ISSUES OF TOTT, WE EXAMINED 

two texts that are challenged by modern textual criti-
cism.
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 By no means are these isolated examples. There 

are, in fact, hundreds of examples. Those two, however, and 
the two we will examine here, comprise four major textual 
battlegrounds.  

 

Mark 16:9–20 
 

For the sake of space, we will not quote this passage, but 
the reader is encouraged to refer to it. Also for the sake of 
space, we will not deal with this passage in detail, since the 
brilliant scholar John Burgon (a contemporary of Westcott 
and Hort) did so in his 300-page masterpiece, The Last 

Twelve Verses of Mark (see note 2), but we will hit the high 
points. 

This passage is one of the biggest questions raised in the 
Critical Text (which is the text behind almost all modern 
translations), but I submit that it’s also one of its greatest 
contradictions. It is indeed puzzling that while Sinaiticus and 
Vaticanus (the “oldest” and most revered manuscripts of ra-
tionalistic textual criticism) both omit this passage, the Criti-
cal Text still includes it (in brackets, of course). We are forced 
to ask, Why? The Critical Text omits a whole plethora of 
verses on the word of these two manuscripts, so why include 
this passage? While critics are forced to admit that most 
manuscripts include this passage, this doesn’t stop the Critical 
Text from omitting many other verses that are also in the ma-
jority of manuscripts. Is this not an odd contradiction? 

Burgon’s masterful defense of these verses stands as one 
of most devastating blows against the Critical Theory. He 
writes: 

If they [Critical Text defenders] are right, there is 
no help for it but that convictions of eighteen centuries 
in this respect must be surrendered. But if [they] are 
wrong in this particular, it follows of necessity that 
doubt is thrown over the whole of their critical method. 
The case is a crucial one. Every page of theirs incurs 
suspicion, if their deliberate verdict in this instance 
shall prove to be mistaken.
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The words “convictions of eighteen centuries” is extremely 

important. In short, what Burgon refers to here are the sim-
ple facts that: 1) the vast majority of Greek manuscripts 
(about 1800) include this passage; 2) it appears in many 
ancient versions of the Bible (e.g., Peshitto Syriac), 3) nine-
teen of the early church fathers (AD 100–500) supported 
it—Justin Martyr (151), for example, quotes verse 20, prov-
ing that this passage was familiar to believers within 50 
years of the last of the evangelists; 4) all the approximately 
2,000 Lectionaries (portions of the Greek New Testament 
that were read in the churches on special days) include it; 
and 5) it has stood through the centuries as being unques-
tionably genuine only until modern textual criticism. There-
fore, Burgon is saying, if this testimony is wrong, we are 
forced to bow before the Critical Theory. On the other hand, 
if this testimony is right, the Critical Theory should be for-
ever jettisoned from Christianity, as should be several mod-
ern Bible translations. 

One of the arguments against the genuineness of this 
passage is the so-called “internal evidence.” It is argued that 
there are several words used in this passage that do not ap-
pear anywhere else in the book, which therefore indicates 
that some other author actually penned it. But If I may na-
ïvely  ask, What kind of logic is that? Does that mean that if I 
use a few words in the closing paragraph of this article that I 
didn’t use elsewhere, then that proves someone else wrote 
and inserted the paragraph? 

Burgon, however, demonstrates that the internal evi-
dence conclusively proves the genuineness of this passage. 
He painstakingly compares this passage with 1:9–20 and 
shows that, “Instead of there being twenty-seven suspicious 
circumstances in the phraseology of these twelve verses [as 
is claimed by critics],” in reality “in twenty-seven particulars 
there emerge corroborative considerations.”
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Another common idea about these verses, which com-
monly appears in Study Bibles, says: “If they are not a part of 
the genuine text of Mark, the abrupt ending at verse 8 is 
probably because the original closing verses were lost.” Isn’t 
it usually true that when men run out of evidence they turn 
to conjecture? Such a theory has absolutely no basis whatso-
ever, as the use of the word “probably” makes plain. 

Another strong indication that this passage belongs here 
appears in the facsimiles reproduced in Figures 1 and 2 (pp. 

II
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4, 5). First, Figure 1 is a facsimile of the Vaticanus manu-
script. Burgon writes concerning the blank space: 

The scribe, whose plan is found to have been to be-
gin every fresh book of the Bible at the top of the next 
ensuing column to that which contained the concluding 
words of the preceding book, has at the close of Mark’s 
Gospel deviated from his else invariable practice. He 
has left in this place one column entirely vacant. It is the 
only vacant column in the whole manuscript; a blank 
space abundantly sufficient to contain the twelve verses 
which he nevertheless withheld. Why . . . ? . . . The older 
manuscript from which [Vaticanus] was copied must 
have infallibly contained the twelve verses in dispute. 
The copyist was instructed to leave them out, and he 
obeyed; but he prudently left a blank space [in memor-
iam]. Never was a blank more intelligible! Never was si-
lence more eloquent! By this simple expedient, simple 
to relate, the Vatican Codex is made to refute itself even 
while it seems to be testimony against the concluding 
verses of Mark’s Gospel by withholding them.
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Second, Figure 2 is a facsimile of the page from Sinaiticus 
that contains Mark 16:2—Luke 1:18. What is noteworthy 
here is that there is, as Burgon goes on to explain, no blank 
space at the end of Mark, which implies that it was copied 
from a copy that had itself been corrupted, since, as we’ve 
noted, the vast majority of manuscripts do include the pas-
sage. It should also be noted that the verses in Mark in the 
left column are not nearly as tight as those in Luke. If these 
verses had been penned as tightly as those in Luke, there 
would have been more than enough space for this passage. 
What can account for this? Was the copyist told to do this? 
Was the copyist looking at another copy which enabled him 
to know which lines to tighten up to hide the omission? 

But is Mark 16:9–20 worth debating? Does its omission 
really matter all that much? The answer to both questions is, 
Yes. The following list summarizes the teachings in this pas-
sage. By omitting this passage, none of these verses can be 
cited to teach these doctrines. 

 
• Verse 9: Christ’s bodily resurrection. The definitive 

time of Christ’s resurrection (as denied by some 
“Sabbath-keepers”). A post-resurrection appear-
ance. 

• Verse 10: Mary’s witness of Christ’s resurrection. 

• Verse 11: A testimony of the disciple’s unbelief. 

• Verse 12: Two additional witnesses to the resurrec-
tion. Another example of the disciple’s unbelief. 

• Verse 13: Another testimony to the resurrection. 
Another example of the disciple’s unbelief. 

• Verse 14: Another post-resurrection appearance. 
Christ’s rebuke of the disciples for their unbelief. 

• Verse 15: Christ’s command to preach the Gospel 
worldwide. 

• Verse 16: Belief as the basis of salvation. Hell as the 
penalty for rejection of Christ. 

• Verse 17–18: Signs would confirm the first century 
apostles’ ministries. 

• Verse 19: Christ’s bodily ascension into Heaven. 
Christ’s place at the right hand of God. 

• Verse 20: The disciple’s obedience in preaching. 
 

So, there are at least 18 significant doctrinal aspects to 
this passage, 18 doctrinal aspects on which the Critical Text 
at least casts doubt. While virtually all modern translations 
do include it, they cast a huge shadow of doubt with a foot-
note, the NIV being among the most dramatic. 

 
John 7:53—8:11 

 
Again, for the sake of space, we will not quote this pas-

sage, so the reader is encouraged to refer to it. Also like 
Mark 16:9–20, John Burgon addressed this passage with 
brilliance and authority,
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 so we will once more just hit the 

high spots.  
To cut to what conservative scholarship believes to be 

the real heart of this issue, when one studies the historical 
record, there is little doubt that this passage was actually 
deliberately removed from various manuscripts (not in-
serted, as rationalistic critics insist) simply because it of-
fended many Christians. It was felt that the incident would 
foster immorality because of Jesus’ seeming tolerance of sin. 
This is clear, for example, from testimony such as 
Augustine’s (354–430), who wrote a lengthy exposition of 
the passage in one of his works
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 and also wrote of it: 

Certain persons of little faith, or rather enemies of 
the true faith, fearing, I suppose, lest their wives should 
be given impunity in sinning, removed from their 
manuscripts the Lord’s act of forgiveness toward the 
adulteress, as if He who had said “sin no more” had 
granted permission to sin.
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Augustine noted that among the manuscripts known to him, 
this story (dubbed the pericope de adultera; i.e., the passage 
of the woman taken in adultery) had been removed on the 
moral grounds that adultery should be dealt with severely, 
forgiven only (if at all) after harsh penance. In other words, 
this passage makes it appear that Jesus was just being “too 
forgiving.” Cyprian (c. 250), in fact, the Bishop of Carthage, 
records that some of his predecessors “thought that recon-
ciliation ought not to be given to adulterers and allowed to 
conjugal infidelity no place at all for repentance.”
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It should also be noted that the above makes quick work 
of the argument of the critic who insists that this story was 
just a piece of oral tradition that eventually worked its way 
into later manuscripts. We submit that this is not only total 
conjecture, but it also contradicts the evidence just noted. 
Does it make sense that if adultery was such a heinous sin 
that a story so contrary to that idea was actually inserted 
from some non-canonical source, such as oral tradition? 
Does it not make far more sense that this story was deleted, 
not inserted? It is also interesting that critics, such as Hort 
himself, actually deny the historical evidence, insisting that 
this passage was not offensive to the Early Church. We do 
not wish to offend, but is that being honest with the data? 
What, then, is the evidence?  

First, let us note the external evidence. While some schol-
ars maintain that the manuscript evidence against this pas-
sage is overwhelming,

9
 that is demonstrably false. While he 

actually denied the genuineness of this passage, Baron 
Hermann von Soden (1852–1914) was at least honest in his 
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scholarship. After methodically collating every manuscript 
that contained this passage, he reported that more than 900 
do so. Further, many translations and Study Bible notes say 
that the story circulated in several forms and then appeared 
in various locations among the manuscripts. One scholar, for 
example, says that this story “is obviously a piece of floating 
tradition which circulated in certain parts of the Western 
Church [and] was subsequently inserted into various manu-
scripts at various places.”

10
 But he is wrong, according to 

von Soden, who conclusively demonstrated that “in the great 
majority of the manuscripts it stands in the text between 
7:52 and 8:12 except that in at least half of these manu-
scripts it is provided with deletion marks in the margin.”
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 In 

other words, the usual location of the pericope de adultera 
was precisely where we see it today. Manuscripts that differ 
are the exceptions, not the rule. 

The critic levels another argument, namely, that the early 
Greek Church Fathers do not mention this passage. Some go 
so far to say that none did so for 1,000 years. For one thing, 
however, that is an argument from silence, which is always 
weak. For another, whether or not anyone commented on it, 
the fact remains that the passage appears first in the Codex 
Bezae (5th-century) and many other uncials and minuscules 
(cursives) throughout the 8th-, 9th-, and 10th-centuries.  

One other reason why this passage is absent from the 
early Greek Fathers is because, as Edward Hills points out, it 
became customary in the Early Church to read John 7:37—
8:12 on the day of Pentecost, beginning with 7:37–39, verses 
which were “very appropriate to the great Christian feast 
day in which the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is commemo-
rated.” The reading continued through verse 52, skipped 
7:53—8:11, and then concluded with 8:12. Why was the 
story skipped during the reading? “Obviously because it was 
inappropriate to the central idea of Pentecost,” although the 
critic looks for something more sinister.
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Additionally, it simply cannot be ignored that there is 
more than enough weight on the scales to tip them toward 
recognizing this passage as authentic. As Hills well puts it, 
“Although the Greek Fathers were silent, the Church was 
not.”

13
 I will let Burgon speak again: 

The Ethiopic version (5th-century), the Palestinian 
Syriac (which is referred to the 5th-century), the Geor-
gian (probably 5th- or 6th-century), to say nothing of the 
Slavonic, Arabic, and Persian versions, which are of 
later date, all contain the portion of narrative in dispute. 
The Armenian version also (4th-5th-century) originally 
contained it; though it survives at present in only a few 
copies. Add that it is found in Codex D [i.e., Bezae, 5th-
century, mentioned earlier] and it will be seen that in 
all parts of ancient Christendom this portion of Scrip-
ture was familiarly known in early times. But even this 
is not all. Jerome, who was familiar with Greek 
[mauscripts] (and who handled none of later date than 
Sinaiticus and Vaticanus) expressly relates that the 
pericope de adultera is found in many copies both Greek 
and Latin.
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Second, let us turn for a moment to the internal evidence. 
While arguments from style are inherently and notoriously 
weak, the critic still defers to one here by insisting that the 

style of this passage is different than the rest of John’s Gos-
pel. This is truly odd, however, because close examination 
proves the exact opposite. For example, the phrase in verse 
6, “This they said testing him,” is typical of John. Similar ex-
pressions appear in: 6:6; 7:39; 11:51; 12:6, 33; and 21:19. 
Another example is the use of the word “woman” to address 
this woman, which is also a Johannine feature, appearing 
also in: 2:4; 4:21; 19:26; and 20:13 and 15. Still further, the 
expression “sin no more” is found nowhere else in the New 
Testament except here and in 5:14; again, this is distinc-
tively Johannine. 

Another stylistic argument raised by the critics is that 
this passage doesn’t fit the context, which forces us to won-
der if they are reading the same Bible we are. Burgon, in fact, 
graphically demonstrates that just the opposite is true, that 
omitting this passage leaves a gaping hole that cannot be 
filled: 

But the thing is incredible. Look back at what is 
contained between ch. 8:37 and 52, and note—(a) That 
two hostile parties crowded the Temple courts (ver. 
40–42): (b) That some were for laying violent hands on 
our LORD (ver. 44): (c) That the Sanhedrin, being as-
sembled in debate, were reproaching their servants for 
not having brought Him prisoner, and disputing one 
against another (ver. 45–52). How can the Evangelist 
have proceeded—“Again therefore JESUS spake unto 
them, saying, I am the light of the world”? What is it 
supposed then that St. John meant when he wrote such 
words?
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In other words, without this passage, there is no clear con-
nection between chapters 7 and 8. Without a single word of 
explanation, the reader is catapulted from a dispute in the 
council chamber of the Sanhedrin to Jesus in the Temple. 
How did that happen? 

To all that we would add three additional observations: 
First, the setting of the incident at the Feast of Taberna-

cles is ideal for the story. It was on just such an occasion, 
when Jerusalem was crowded with people, that strangers 
might be thrown together with the result being the type of 
sin around which the story centers.  

Second, this passage, with the surrounding context, 
matches the design of other parts of John’s Gospel. In each 
instance some striking incident in our Lord’s life is recorded 
that serves to illustrate the teaching that follows. For exam-
ple, in chapter 5, our Lord heals the impotent man and uses 
the miracle as an opportunity to preach. Then, in chapter 6, 
He feeds the multitude and immediately delivers two dis-
courses on His being the Bread of Life. Likewise, here in 8:12 
He declares Himself to be Light of the World and the preced-
ing eleven verses illustrate that light, a light that is the oppo-
site of the darkness of Judaistic legalism. 

Third, does not this passage powerfully depict the very 
character of Christ, just as He is pictured in many other inci-
dents? Is not this the same Savior who reached out to publi-
cans and sinners, not to mention another adulterous woman 
at Jacob’s well in Samaria? As William Hendricksen ob-
serves: “Here the One who told the touching parable of the 
prodigal son is shown in the act of revealing his tender 
mercy to a prodigal daughter.”

16
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It is, indeed, significant that in their classic commentary, 
even Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, who actually supported 
the Critical Text, concluded their remarks on this passage 
with this statement: “The internal evidence in its favor is 
almost overpowering. It is easy to account for its omission, 
though genuine; but if not so, it is next to impossible to ac-
count for its insertion.” To that we will add one more com-
ment by William Hendricksen: 

We believe, moreover, that what is here recorded 
really took place, and contains nothing that is in conflict 
with the apostolic spirit. Hence, instead of removing 
this section from the Bible it should be retained and 
used for our benefit. Ministers should not be afraid to 
base sermons upon it! On the other hand, all the facts 
concerning the textual evidence should be made 
known!

17
 

We agree.  We are also forced to ask once again, as we have 
done so before: Just how exactly does modern, rationalistic 
textual criticism defend the Word of God, glorify our Lord, 
and edify His Body? 

 
Dr. J. D. Watson 

Pastor-Teacher 
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Fig. 1 – Facsimile of Vaticanus showing space left for Mark 16:9–20. 
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Fig. 2 – Facsimile of Sinaiticus showing looser spacing in Mark (on left) than in Luke. 
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COMING IN MARCHCOMING IN MARCHCOMING IN MARCHCOMING IN MARCH    

Winds of Doctrine: An Introduction to Contemporary Theology  
 
ontemporary Theology is generally defined as a study of theology and theological trends from post-World War I to the present. This 165-
page book addresses the typical trends, including: Fundamentalism, Evangelicalism, Neo-orthodoxy, Neo-Liberalism, Pentecostalism, the 

Charismatic Movement, the Vineyard Movement, Post-Vatican II Catholicism, Secular Theology, Theology of Hope, Liberation Theology , 
Process Theology,  The Jesus Seminar, Feminist Theology, Theologies of Success, Theologies of Eschatology, the New Age Movement, Post-
modernism, and the Emerging Church. Even more crucial, this book addresses the fact that most contemporary theologies have an extremely 
low view of Scripture, so a recurring them is the authority and sufficiency of Scripture. “This principle is so axiomatic, in fact,” the author 
writes, “that when I study any teaching or philosophy, all I have to do is look at its attitude toward and view of Scripture. If that is faulty, I 
really don’t need to go any further to determine its value or agenda. Everything either rises or falls on one’s view of Scripture—period. The 
agenda, in fact, is always the same: one must first weaken Scripture so he can then strengthen his own teaching.” [1 Copy, $12.00; 2–3 copies, 
$11.00 ea.; 4–5 copies, $10.00; 6+, $9.00 ea. — Also available on Amazon.com and for Kindle Reader] 
 

 

 NEW NEW NEW NEW RELEASE NOW AVAILABLE RELEASE NOW AVAILABLE RELEASE NOW AVAILABLE RELEASE NOW AVAILABLE    

The Forgotten Tozer: A. W. Tozer’s Challenge to Today’s Church  
 

IKE many other Christians, the author became acquainted with A. W. Tozer through his classic book, The Knowledge of the 

Holy. Other than that classic work, however, he had read almost nothing else of Tozer until about 1998. It was then that 
someone handed him a copy of God Tells the Man Who Cares. He was astounded to learn that decades ago Tozer faced and ad-
dressed most of the same issues that are diluting Christianity and undermining the Church today. A year of research and writ-
ing resulted in the present book. While it contains some biographical material, it is not a biography. Citing more than 200 ex-
tensive and carefully documented Tozer quotations, it is a review and analysis of Tozer’s thought on contemporary Christian-
ity of his day (and as it turns out, our own as well). (186 pages) [1 Copy, $12.00; 2–3 copies, $11.00 ea.; 4–5 copies, $10.00; 6+, 
$9.00 ea. — Also available on Amazon.com and for Kindle Reader] 
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RECENT RELEASESRECENT RELEASESRECENT RELEASESRECENT RELEASES        

A Taste of Heaven on Earth: Marriage and Family in Ephesians 5:18–6:4 
 
HIS 200-page book was originally part of the author’s three-and-one-half-year exposition of the Epistle to the Ephesians (which is 
scheduled for release in 2015). While it is still included in that full exposition, of course, the publisher felt that it should 

also be made available in this separate volume. Because of the great need for clear and solely biblical teaching concerning 
marriage and the family in our day, it was felt that making this material available separately would make it much more acces-
sible and usable. It is hoped that it will be of use to couples preparing for marriage, couples and families needing answers to 
pressing problems, and perhaps even Bible study groups. Its nine chapters include: Foundations of the Christian Home; The 
Meaning and Motives of Marriage; The Model for Marriage (“Solomon’s Song”); The Responsibilities of the Wife; The Proverbs 
31 Woman; The Responsibilities of the Husband; The Tragedy of Divorce; The Responsibilities of Children; and The Responsi-
bilities of Parents. [1 Copy, $12.00; 2–3 copies, $11.00 ea.; 4–5 copies, $10.00; 6+, $9.00 ea. — Also available on Amazon.com and for Kindle 
Reader] 

A Light Unto My Path: An Exposition of Psalm 119 
 

ART of the incomprehensible miracle of inspiration is that God used the personality, experiences, and even words of each Scripture writer 
so that the result was not only what the writer wanted to say but also exactly what God wanted to say. There is no better example of this 

than in the Psalms. We see the whole gamut of human experience—the positives and the negatives—but God is in it all and controlling it all. 
Sometimes we see a psalmist at the absolute lowest point of his life, and at other times at the highest, but God used it all to convey His truth 
with absolute precision. Psalm 119 is such a psalm. We see the writer lofty and low, diligent and discouraged, fearless and 
frightened, victorious and vanquished. The more we read, however, we discover his secret. While many Christians today are 
looking for the newest trend for their excitement, or seeking the answers to problems by reading the latest self-help book, the 
psalmist always went to the Word of God. Why? Because only there did he find everything. Simply put, Psalm 119 is devoted to 

praising the virtues, merits, and sufficiency of the Word of God and demonstrates the author’s total commitment to it. While it 
cannot compare with a classic such as Charles Spurgeon’s, this book is a complete, verse-by-verse, usually word-by-word, ex-
position of the Psalm. Based on a series of messages preached on consecutive Lord’s Day mornings from July 2007 through 
January 2008, it is rich in word studies, clearly outlined, and carefully applied. It is meant to be an encouragement, challenge, 
and source of growth to God’s people. (282 pages) [1 Copy, $13.00; 2–3 copies, $12.00 ea.; 4–5 copies, $11.00; 6+, $10.00 ea. — Also avail-
able on Amazon.com and for Kindle Reader.] 

The Swan Song of the Old Shepherd: An Exposition of Psalm 23 
 
HIS 50-page book reproduces a four-part series first preached by the author in July 2010. While it takes only about 40 seconds to read its 
118 words, Psalm 23 is among the most comforting passages in all of Scripture. Its language is not scientific, philosophical, 

legal, or even all that theological. It is short, simple, and sweet, but, oh, so sublime! Oddly, sermons on Psalm 23 are often 
preached only at funerals, for here are truths that are not for the dead but for the living. David refers to the LORD as his Shep-
herd (Jehovah-Rō‘iy), and a Shepherd is for the living sheep, not the dead ones. This psalm is for every child of God for every 
aspect of life now. So, “using common ancient near-eastern images,” one expositor observes, “David progressively unveils his 
personal relationship with the LORD.” In beautiful poetry, David provides us with five emphases. After first speaking of the 
Shepherd’s person, he then exults in what he receives from his Shepherd: provision, paths, protection, and permanence. [1 
Copy, $5.50; 2–3 copies, $5.50 ea.; 4–5 copies, $4.50; 6+, $4.00 ea.  Also available on Amazon.com and for Kindle Reader. The 
MP3s of these messages are also on our website.] 

OTHER TITLESOTHER TITLESOTHER TITLESOTHER TITLES        

Truth on Tough Texts: Expositions of Challenging Scripture Passages 
 

AS Matthias God’s choice to replace Judas (Acts 1:15-26)? What is the identity of those “sons of God” referred to in Genesis 6? Are the 
“angels” of the seven churches real angels or pastors (Rev. 1:20)? Is there a so-called call to ministry (Eph. 4:11; 1 Tim. 3:1)? Is “dea-

coness” a valid church office (1 Tim. 3:11)? What is the “sealing” of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13-14)? Is “regeneration” absent from the Old Tes-
tament, being a New Testament doctrine only (Isa. 57:15; Eph. 2:1)? What do other terms that appear in Scripture mean, such 
as: “fall away” (Heb. 6:4-6), “old man” (Rom. 6:6), and “new creature” (2 Cor. 5:17)? Those are just a few of the “tough texts” 
we find in Scripture. While Scripture is infallible, never contradicting itself, and while it is literal and straightforward, not mys-
terious and ambiguous, there are some texts that raise questions and have therefore prompted varied “interpretations” 
throughout Church History. Again, such texts are certainly not “less inspired” than the rest of Scripture, rather simply more 
intricate and complex and thereby demand especially diligent investigation. This 598-page book therefore, addresses many 
texts of Scripture that have historically been debated, are particularly difficult to understand, or have generated questions 
among believers. The chapters that follow originally appeared in the monthly publication, Truth on Tough Texts, which was launched by the 
author in August 2005. They reappear here so that they might reach a wider audience, as well as provide a quick reference for longtime 
readers of the monthly offerings. This was the premier book of Sola Scriptura Publications, founded in 2012. [1 Copy, $25.00; 2–10 copies, 
$23.00 ea.; 11–20 copies, $21.00; 21+: $20.00 ea. — Also available on Amazon.com and for Kindle Reader.] 
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Upon This Rock: Studies in Church History and Their Application 
 
HE sequel to Truth on Tough Texts above, this book is the collection of articles on historical issues from the first six years of the monthly 
publication, Truth on Tough Texts. The Reformation, for example, is misunderstood by many, ignored by some, and even attacked by oth-

ers. It is, therefore, a major emphasis here in chapters 3 through 8. Even Church History itself, as is history in general nowa-
days, is viewed by many as unimportant, if not wholly irrelevant. “Why look backward?” it is argued. “We should only look 
forward and be about our Father’s business in the here and now.” Such an attitude, however, is not only foolish but downright 
dangerous. As we will note in chapter 1, Spanish-born American philosopher and writer George Santayana (1863–1952) made 
the now famous statement, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” Well, the Church as a whole 
has, indeed, forgotten much of the past, and the lessons we should learn from it, and is repeating many of the same errors. 
This book, therefore, begins in Part I with “Our Foundation,” in which we examine the value of studying Church History and 
then study the deep significance of the words of our Lord in Matthew 16:16–19, “Upon this rock.” Part II, “The Five Solas of the 
Reformation,” is the heart of our study in which we examine the core issues of the Reformation and are challenged with their importance for 
our day. Part III, “Other History Lessons,” addresses other historical figures and events that are critical for our understanding in a day of 
growing indifference to these matters. There are also more than 60 illustrations, most of which were not in the original articles. (220 pages) 

[1 Copy, $12.00; 2–3 copies, $11.00 ea.; 4–5 copies, $10.00; 6+, $9.00 ea. — Also available on Amazon.com and for Kindle Reader] 

 

The Doctrines of Grace from the Lips of Our Lord: A Study in the Gospel of John  
 
HE doctrine of salvation is the watershed doctrine of Scripture. Flowing from that doctrine will be not only all other doctrine but also 
personal practice and Christian ministry. The major controversy concerning salvation is whether it is a result of the sovereign grace of 

God alone or a mixture of “God’s part” and “man’s part.” Addressing that issue is absolutely critical to the very foundations of Christianity 
itself. Whichever one of those premises is correct, we should expect to find it everywhere we look in Scripture, and that is precisely what we 
find. There is no truth that permeates the Bible more than the doctrines of God’s sovereign grace. From Genesis to Revelation, 
in literally hundreds of verses, these doctrines call, capture, and command our attention. Of the many books of the Bible we 
could choose, the Gospel of John is among the most compelling because of its foundational nature. It is there we find some of 
the most profound teaching on the Doctrines of Grace in all Scripture. Examining more than one hundred verses in John, this 
small volume presents these great biblical and historical doctrines directly from the lips of our Lord. (137 pages) [1 or 2 cop-
ies: $15.00;  3+: $14.00 ea. — Also available on Amazon.com or from the publisher, https://WipfAndStock.com] 

 

A Word for the Day: Key Words from the New Testament  

A Hebrew Word for the Day: Key Words from the Old Testament 
 
ORDS matter! After all, we use words every day. They convey our thoughts, feelings, attitudes, ideas, purposes, goals, joys, sorrows—in 
short, everything. While English is even more universal in our day than Greek or Hebrew were in Bible times, the wealth in studying 

these languages is inestimable. The purpose of these books is to share with you the richness of some of the Greek words used in the New 
Testament and Hebrew words in the Old Testament and to help you make them practical in your Christian liv-
ing. Since words matter, the words of Scripture matter most. And in a day when words don’t seem to mean 
much, the need for precision in Christian doctrine and practice has never been more critical. Each day of the 
year we examine a particular word by first presenting a brief word study and then a practical application to 
make that word real in your life. For reinforcement, each day also includes other related verses that you can 
study on your own. It has been my desire for many years to write a daily devotional that would not only con-
tain deep spiritual Truth but also be easy to read. In our day of Relativism, the absolutes of God’s Word (and 
words) are desperately needed. I pray these book will bless your heart, enrich your mind, stir your soul, and 

empower your life. They should prove useful to pastors, teachers, and all Christian Believers who desire a deeper understanding and appli-
cation of “God’s Words.” The writing of these books was one of the greatest joys of my life and one of the most profitable exercises of my 
ministry for our Lord. I pray it will likewise be a joy and profit to you. [Where to get them: We do not stock these two titles, but you can eas-
ily get them from Christian Book Distributors (CBD), Amazon.com, a Christian book store, or the publisher (AMG Publishers).] 

 

We Preach Christ: The Bible Story (booklet) 
 
HIS 28-page booklet reproduces a message first preached by the author on January 6, 2013. From Genesis to Revelation, from the begin-
ning to the end, the Bible is all about Christ, and it is He who we preach. To underscore this central theme, the Bible story 

is briefly told in a seven act drama: the creation, the curse, the comfort, the calamity, the contract, the coming, and the con-
summation. The end purpose, then, is two-fold: First, it is an encouragement to those who are already Christians to understand 
the central theme of the Bible, in contrast to the prevailing ideas in our day of what the Bible is about. While it is short, we pray 
it is comprehensive enough to challenge each of us with what our message really is. Second, we also pray that God will use this 
little work in the lives of readers who are not yet Christian believers. Appendix B offers a clear, biblical presentation of the 
saving Gospel of Christ.  We pray they will see what the Bible is truly about and how it addresses their real need. [Single cop-
ies, $2.00; 30 or more, $1.00 each. Also available in PDF or Kindle Reader FREE from the publisher via e-mail. One FREE copy included with 

every order. The MP3 of this message is also on our website.] 

 

For more information on all titles, please visit our website (www.TheScriptureAlone.com). 
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Sola Scriptura Publications 
P.O. Box 235 — Meeker, CO 81641 
970-878-3228 or 970-618-8375 

sspmail1521@gmail.com 
 

Order Form*
 

 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________________   State: ______   Zip: ____________ 
 
Email (optional) ________________________________________________ 

 

Qty. Title Price 
Each 

Total 
Price 

1 We Preach Christ: The Bible Story FREE FREE
†
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Sub-Total  

Entirely Optional Shipping Donation  

TOTAL
‡
 $ 

 
 

All proceeds go toward publishing other books to God’s glory and believer’s growth. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                    

* PLEASE NOTE: We do not carry a supply of either A Word for the Day or A Hebrew Word for the Day (AMG Publishers). The best price is on Amazon.com. 
† One FREE copy with any order of at least one other book title. Additional copies may be purchased. 
‡ We apologize, but to keep prices down, we do not accept credit cards at this time. All proceeds go toward publishing other books.  
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Blogs 
Tas Membranas: A Blog for Sound, Solid, and Scriptural Books Tas-Membranas.blogspot.com 
 

Expositing Ephesians: The Christian’s Wealth and Walk ExpositingEphesians.blogspot.com 
 

Other recommendations 

John Calvin for Today JohnCalvinForToday.blogspot.com;  

I Love Theology iLoveTheology.blogspot.com 
 

 
 

Truth Truth Truth Truth     
On Tough TextsOn Tough TextsOn Tough TextsOn Tough Texts 

 

A Ministry of  

Grace Bible Church 
P.O. Box 235 

Meeker, CO  81641 
www.TheScriptureAlone.com 

sspmail1521@gmail.com 
A F.I.R.E. Church  

www.FireFellowship.org 

This monthly publication is intended to address Scriptures that have historically 

been debated, are particularly difficult to understand, or have generated questions 
among Believers. We hope it will be an encouragement and challenge to God’s peo-

ple to carefully examine and discern Truth. While the positions presented here are 
based on years of careful biblical research, we recognize that other respected men 

of God differ. 

 
If you have a question that perplexes you, please send it along so we might address 

it either in a full length article or in a “Reader Questions” issue. Other comments are 
also warmly welcomed, and letters to the editor will be published. 

 
This publication is sent free of charge to anyone who requests it. To aid in the min-

istry, tax-deductible donations will be greatly appreciated, but never demanded. If 
you know someone you think would enjoy TOTT, please send along their address. 


